Yogev of “This and Also That”

Yogey, the eldest son of the Pazi family of Shluhot Giv'ot

Bar, became an older brother to everyone even before

the age of two. From that role, he carried with him a deep
sense of responsibility, maturity, and authority. Qualities that
accompanied him at every stage and in every place of his life.

So where does the “this and also that” come in, you may ask?
Alongside all of that, he also had a boundless sense of mischief,
at times seemingly without limits. Yogev could argue with Yudik
over his truth until Yudik was simply worn out and gave in.

By ninth grade, Yogev ran a real and profitable business. He
was thrown out of class countless times for playful antics. And
yet, while still in high school, he also led the Negev troop as a
youth coordinator. As part of a research project on a role model,
he argued for two weeks with his teacher, Liraz, insisting that
the most appropriate person to interview was, in fact, God.
Yogev, of course, won.

Later, after a demanding selection process, Yogev was
accepted to the “B’yachad” movement, and afterward served
as a young emissary through the Jewish Agency—becoming in
both frameworks one of the most outstanding figures.

There was also the gang of “class cutters,” the couch they
dragged onto the roof of some building, and the Dolev tree that
became a makeshift pool.

But

Yogev also loved—with all his heart—the country, the flag, and
the Negev. Once that was called having “a Zionist soul,” today it
might also be considered “a little crazy.”

On this day, however, there is no “this and also that.” There are
only Yogev’s own words, written in his final letter:

“We must stop being a people of ‘Never again’ and start being a
people who remain united.

To be friends, to love, to rejoice, to listen, and to forgive.

It was a privilege to be a fighter and a commander in the Israel
Defense Force.

It was a privilege to be a human being in this world.

I love you. Please do not stop loving in return.”

Mom

Written for the first Memorial Day ceremony
at Mevo’ot HaNegev School, April 29, 2025
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