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Lyrics: Shlomi Shaban | Music: Shlomi Shaban

Performed by: Shlomi Shaban, Ravid Plotnik,
Shuli Rand
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The setting: somewhere in the Negey,

the deserts of Tzin. Thirteen men’

walk in the dark, in the scorching heat,

in a convoy, without a clear goal,

almost without weapons and without water

Nothing happens and after a while
J’s? voice breaks the silence

M.3 acts as if he didn’t hear, and only
slows down a bit for now

“Thirty days and thirty nights
they just bother us” he says, and in his voice
Years of small jobs on behalf of and for

It's a long way
It's a long way
It's a long way to Canaan

“Thirty days and thirty nights

From the mountains into the valleys
My soul is thirsty, not for revelations
but for wine
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Canaan (12 Spies) | Shlomi Shaban, Ravid Plotnik, Shuli Rand

Now talk to the command

And if you're afraid, tell them what J. says
that he doesn’t care if the country is thin or
fat, if there is a tree in it, or not”*

“Very nice,” replies M.

Not without trembling, but without stuttering®
“If there is anything else on your mind

Talk now, talk to me

Ask, my son, and I'll reply”

It's a long way
It's a long way
It's a long way to Canaan

As if he didn’t feel attacked enough

J. finishes and already appears C.,°

And on his face a smile not free of pleasure,
of strength approaching strength

“All that J. is just saying

A great leader must know to give up

retreat to be remembered for what his whole
life he would like to forget”

M., motionless, tells him “listen,

My face is indeed not for peace,

but not for war

And if you don’t give anything

Here’s something you might be able to take”

It's a long way
It's a long way
It's a long way to the promised land

“Promised to whom? J. tells him

After all, everyone knows that in the
command they have a case on you, and it'’s a
lost case—the leadership does not forget’

You are blind if you don’t understand yet
Even if we make it to the mountain

by force of miracle

They will not let you enter

the land of Canaan below”
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Canaan (12 Spies) | Shlomi Shaban, Ravid Plotnik, Shuli Rand

M., as if from a dream, suddenly approaches,
but there is no Canaan,

Canaan is in the heart

If we go in, we won’t go in, it will make no
difference and hit the rock twice

“I'm just a wandering Jew

| was born to say goodbye
Ever since then until next year
in Jerusalem”®

It's a long way to Canaan
It's a long way

It's a long way

This is a consistent path
It's a sad way

It's a long way to Canaan
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In the Torah, 12 Spies (one from each of the 12 Tribes) are sent to scout the Land of Israel. In the song, Moses is
added as the thirteenth spy.

Yehoshua ben Nun, the leader of the Israelites after Moses’ death and the head scout among the spies.
Moses.

Bemidbar, Chapter 13, Verse 20, Moses in reference to Canaan: “What is the soil like, is it fat or lean? Are there
any trees in it or not?”

Moses is known to have had a speech impediment that caused him to stutter when he spoke. That he did not
stutter here emphasizes the decisiveness of the statement.

Caleb Ben Yefuneh, one of two spies who reported truthfully about Canaan.

God did not forget when Moses chose to strike the rock instead of speaking to it. Therefore, Moses is not allowed
to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. (See: Numbers 20, 11-12)

A phrase often sung at the end of the Passover Seder and the end of services on Yom Kippur.
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