
Each of us has a name 

given by God

and given by our parents

Each of us has a name

given by our stature and our smile 

and given by what we wear

Each of us has a name 

given by the mountains

and given by our walls

Each of us has a name

given by the stars

and given by our neighbors

ם ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

נָּ�תַַּן לוֹֹ אֱֱלֹֹהִִים ׁ שֶׁ�

וְְנָתְְָנוּ לוֹֹ אָָבִִוי וְְאִִמּּוֹֹ

ם ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

תְְּנוּ לוֹֹ קוֹֹמָָתוֹֹ וְְאֹפֶֶֹן חִִּיּוּכוֹֹ נָּ� ׁ שֶׁ�

וְְנָתַַָן לוֹֹ הָָאָָרִִיג

ם ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

הֶָָהֶרִִים נָתְְָנוּ לוֹֹ  ׁ שֶׁ�

תָָּלָָוי וְְנָתְְָנוּ לוֹֹ כְּ�

ם  ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

זָּ�ּלוֹֹת  ּ תְְּנוּ לוֹֹ הַַמַּ� נָּ� ׁ שֶׁ�

נֵָכֵׁוי   וְְנָתְְָנוּ לוֹֹ שְׁ�
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Each of us has a name

given by our sins 

and given by our longing

Each of us has a name

given by our enemies

and given by our love

 

Each of us has a name

given by our celebrations

and given by our work

Each of us has a name

given by the seasons

and given by our blindness

Each of us has a name

given by the sea

and given by

our death.

Translation by Marcia Falk

ם  ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

נָתְְָנוּ לוֹֹ חֲֲטָָאָָוי  ׁ שֶׁ�

מִִּהָָיתוֹֹ וְְנָתְְָנָהָ לוֹֹ כְּ�

ם  ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

נָתְְָנוּ לו שׂׂנְְואָָוי  ׁ שֶׁ�

וְְנָתְְָנָהָ לוֹֹ אַַהֲֲבָתוֹֹ

ם  ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

ויּ  נָתְְָנוּ לוֹֹ חַַגָּ� ׁ שֶׁ�

וְְנָתְְָנָהָ לוֹֹ מְְלַַכְְאתוֹֹ

ם  ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

נָׁהָ   � קוּפוֹֹת הַַשָּׁ� ּ נָתְְָנוּ לוֹֹ תְּ� ׁ שֶׁ�

וְְנָתַַָן לוֹֹ עִִוְְרוֹֹנוֹֹ

ם  ׁ לְְכָָל אִִׁשׁי יֵׁשֵׁ שֵׁ�

נָּ�תַַּן לוֹֹ הַַיָּ�םּ  ׁ שֶׁ�

וְְנָתַַָן לוֹֹ 

מוֹֹתוֹֹ.
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Zelda Mishkowsky (1916–1984)

Zelda Mishkowsky, a descendant of the Chabad Lubavitcher rabbinic dynasty, was born in Ukraine and immigrated to 
Palestine in 1928 at the age of 12. Popularly known by her first name, she was a pious woman who lived most of her life 
in Jerusalem's very religious neighborhoods. Influenced by religious belief, plant life, Hasidic parables, wildlife, Orthodox 
practice, and folklore, she remains one of the few poets able to traverse the divide that at times separates religious and 
secular society in Israel. 


