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“The state will not be given to the Jewish people on a
silver platter.”

— Chaim Weizmann

And the land quiets, the crimson sky slowly dimming
over smoking frontiers
And the nation arises, heartbroken but breathing,

To receive the miracle, the only one, there is no other...

As the ceremony approaches, it will rise amid the moon,
standing erect in terror and joy. When across from it
a young man and woman emerge and slowly, slowly

march toward the people.
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The Silver Platter | Natan Alterman

Dressed in battle gear, dirty,

Shoes heavy with grime, they climb the path quietly. They
didn’t change their clothes, they didn’t wipe their brows,
Still bone weary from days and nights in the battlefield

Interminably exhausted, abstainers from rest,
Yet wearing their youth like dew glistening on their head.
Silently, the two approach and stand immobile at atten-

tion, giving no sign of living or dying.

Then, enveloped in tears and wonder, the nation will ask:
“Who are you?”
And the two will reply quietly: “We are the silver platter on

which the Jewish state was given.”

This they will say and fall back encased in shadows

And the rest will be told in Israel’s chronicles.

Translation by Gil Troy
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